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Year two of open enrollment for ACA coverage 

Marketplace sign-up starts anew  

Save the dates! 

 

Arise Policy Conference 
Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Birmingham-Southern College 
 

Arise Legislative Day 
Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

Montgomery 
 

By Chris Sanders,  
communications director 
 

òI wish, often, that 
we cared as deeply 
about other things 
here in my native 

South as we do football,ó author 
Rick Bragg wrote in ESPN the  
Magazine a couple of years ago. As a 
lifelong, diehard fan of Alabama ð 
both the state and the football team 
ð I understand the sentiment well. 
 
Alabama and Auburn are top-10 
mainstays. Why? Investment. 
Theyõve made top-level coaching 
and facilities a priority, and theyõve 
spent the money needed to get 
them. Our state has the power to 
be the very best when we put our 
minds to it. Football is the proof. 
 
An Iron Bowl win means a year of 
bragging rights for the victors. 
Healthier communities, better 
schools and greater opportunities 
for our children to get ahead would 
mean a lifetime of bragging rights 
for all Alabamians. Letõs help our 
state start climbing in all the polls.  

By M.J. Ellington, health policy analyst 
 

Alabamians who are uninsured or 
want to change their current coverage 
can expect a smoother sign-up process 
this year during open enrollment for 
2015 coverage through the Health       
Insurance Marketplace, which begins 
Nov. 15. Nearly 100,000 Alabamians ð or 
31 percent of those eligible ð bought    
Marketplace plans for 2014, and advocates 
expect strong enrollment in 2015. The 
vast majority of state consumers qualified 
for federal tax credits that averaged $258 a 
month in Alabama, reducing the average 
monthly premium to $76. 
 

òThere are 98,000 people out there 
now whoõve had a positive experience 
with getting coverage,ó said Doug 
Hoffman, an insurance navigator for   
Enroll Alabama and the first Alabamian 
certified as a navigator last year. òLife  
under Obamacare is pretty good. There 
are positive things to report, and less   
negative misinformation. The benefits of 
coverage are known now.ó 
 

Open enrollment will allow uninsured 
and underinsured Alabamians to select 
from plans sold in the Marketplace. Itõs 
also a chance for people who bought 2014 
coverage to ensure their plan still meets 
their needs. This open enrollment period 
will continue through Feb. 15, 2015. 
 

Consumers will have more options on 
the Marketplace in 2015. United Health 
will join Blue Cross Blue Shield in offering 
plans in all 67 counties in 2015. (Humana, 
which had been the Marketplaceõs only 

insurer other than Blue Cross, offered 
plans in only three counties in 2014.) The 
healthcare.gov website is redesigned and  
easier to use, and the federal consumer 
hotline (800-318-2596) will be staffed by 
1,000 more people. 

òCompared to last year, itõs going to 
be better,ó said Hoffman, a retired    
Childrenõs Hospital of Alabama financial 
expert who now helps people sign up for 
health insurance in the Marketplace. 
òThere wonõt be as many people who feel 
the same urgency as last year, and things 
are working better with the website.ó  

[Turn to Page 3] 

Report 

 

The staff corner 

Which counties saw the 
highest shares of eligible 
people enroll in 2014? 

 

The share of eligible Alabamians who 
signed up for 2014 Marketplace health 
coverage varied widely. The three   
counties with the best sign-up rates 
among eligible people in year one, and 
the three with the farthest to go in 2015: 
 

Highest enrollment rates 
Sumter: 51% 

Marengo: 46% 
Macon: 45% 

 

Lowest enrollment rates 
Lowndes: 18% 
Franklin: 19% 

Covington: 21% 
 
Source: Navigator Doug Hoffmanõs analysis of U.S. 
Census income data and 2014 Marketplace enrollment 
data by ZIP code for Alabama 



 

By Kimble Forrister, 
executive director 
 

We caught a glimpse of the next 
generation of Arise leadership at 
our recent board retreat. Six new 
board members ð not all under 40, but 
all young at heart ð infused new    
energy into our 19-member board. 
Next year, five long-time members 
will reach the end of their terms.   
Already, we have energetic new     
leaders for four of our six committees. 
Add that new board talent to the staff 
enthusiasm in our new space, and you 
have a recipe for change and growth. 
Youõll start seeing the evidence over 
the coming months. 
 
Let me remind you about your 
pink commitment forms. Most of 
the folks at our annual meeting took 
theirs home ð but we need to know 
who wants to host an issue preview 
session, who will commit to invite 
their friends to join, and who will host 
a session on health care outreach as 
the new open enrollment period gets 
underway. The legislative session 
doesnõt start until March 2015, so we 
have more time to get up to speed on 
our issues and organize for advocacy. 
A wonderful way to get engaged is to 
attend our 2015 statewide policy    
conference at Birmingham-Southern 
College on Feb. 5. Itõs going to be 
chock-full of information and action 
strategies. Join us there, and bring 
someone with you! 
 
As the year reaches an end, help us 
reach our new member goals! As I 
love to say, we do need donors, but 
more importantly, we need committed 
advocates. In the citizen-lobbyist  
business, weõd rather have 1,000    
activists who give $15 each than one 
activist who gives $15,000. Be sure 
your friends know that weõre speaking 
up for a better Alabama. 
 
Yours in peace and hope, 

 A few words  
 from Kimble 
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New report on public transportationôs past, future 

Transit creates jobs, links Alabama 
By Stephen Stetson, policy analyst 
 

(Note: Stetson and Jon Broadway, Ph.D., 
wrote the report referenced in this article.) 
 
Itõs important to take the field with a 
game plan. For those seeking to     
improve Alabamaõs transportation   
system, a report released last month 
may be just the playbook they need. 

 
The new report, òConnecting Our       
Citizens for Prosperity,ó was released 
by Alabama State Universityõs Center 
for Leadership and Public Policy and is 
available at arisecitizens.org. The report 
addresses everything from trains to  
interstates, and it is a comprehensive 
resource for anyone concerned about 
the history and future of roads, bridges 
and public transportation in Alabama. 

 
Dwindling revenue from gasoline 
taxes is fueling a looming crisis for 
Alabamaõs transportation system. 
Inflation, rising construction costs and 
gas mileage improvements are shrinking 
the federal and state gas tax collections 
that fund road and bridge construction 
and maintenance. The report looks at 
several possible solutions, ranging from 
increasing the gas tax (and indexing it 
for inflation) to building toll roads.  

The report also examines the       
languishing condition of Alabamaõs 
urban bus systems. Low funding and 
low levels of ridership have driven 
many mass transit systems into a toxic 
spiral of rising fares and deteriorating 
service. These problems amplify each 
other, accentuating unfair social stigmas 
about bus service. 
 
Alabama is one of only five states 
providing no state money for public 
transportation. In fact, a constitutional 
amendment prevents the state from 
using gas tax revenues for anything  
other than roads and bridges. Partly as a 
result, Alabamaõs transportation system 
relies overwhelmingly on privately 
owned cars and trucks. 
 
This approach leaves low-income 
Alabamians who canõt afford to buy 
and maintain a vehicle at a huge  
disadvantage. The stateõs failure to 
invest in public transportation too often 
means isolation for rural residents,   
seniors, and people with disabilities. 
 
The case for improved support for 
public transportation is strong.    
Investments in public transportation 
appeal to a wide swath of Alabamians,  

[Turn to Page 3] 

ACPP welcomes new board members 
ACPPõs 2014-15  
board has six new 
members. Among 
them (left to right) 
are Huntsvilleõs 
Chris Wooten, 
Birminghamõs 
Jack Carney, 
Mobileõs Sister 
Marilyn Graf and 
Birminghamõs 
Sideria Pearson. 
Other new board 
members are 
Huntsvilleõs   
William Blackerby 
and Jacksonvilleõs 
Nancy Stewart. 
Welcome, everyone! 



Arise leaves Bell Building after 20+ years, moves to new home 
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Enrollment advocates will have       
another advantage this year: local 
data to help target 2015 enrollment 
efforts. Hoffman has estimated each 
countyõs rate of enrollment by eligible 
consumers by pairing Census income 
data with the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Servicesõ data on 
2014 Marketplace enrollment by ZIP 
code. Hoffman hopes this information 
will help outreach workers target their 
efforts in areas of lowest participation. 
He shared his ideas at an Enrollment 
Summit that ACPP hosted in October 
and hopes to have volunteers using 
the ZIP code data in each county by 
Dec. 1. 

Alabamaõs health stakeholders are  
eager to share knowledge and work 
together to match the stateõs 2014 
success, said ACPP policy director 
Jim Carnes, who coordinates the    
Alabama Enrollment Coalition. 
 
òDougõs data analysis is a great 
tool for creative collaboration,ó 
Carnes said. òThis time around, weõre 
able to make smarter use of limited 
outreach resources. The more we 
know about where we havenõt reached 
yet, the faster we can get there.ó 
 

Navigators and other enrollment 
workers who want to learn more 
about using ZIP codes to help plan 
their strategies can email Hoffman at 
engagealabama@gmail.com. 

Marketplace sign-up 
[Continued from Page 1] 

 

Arise staffers pose in front of Montgomeryõs Bell Building, the only place the organization had called home for the last 23 years. ACPP and Alabama Arise 
said goodbye to the century-old building on Oct. 30 and loaded up for a move to the nearby Bailey Building. Weõll always have a bit of nostalgia for our old office, 
and we look forward to making even more memories at our new one. (Weõll have pictures in next monthõs newsletter!) Pictured above are (left to right) Kimble 
Forrister, Stephen Stetson, Rebecca Jackson, David Stout, Carol Gundlach, M.J. Ellington, Shakita Jones, Robyn Hyden, Jim Carnes, Dollie Hambrick, 
Brenda Boman, Stan Johnson, Presdelane Harris, Chris Sanders, Melissa Oliver and Juliette Thornton. (Photo courtesy of Richard Jenkins.) 

 

touching on both social justice and    
economic development concerns.   
Building and maintaining public transit 
systems is a proven way to create jobs, 
lure businesses and boost wages. 
 
Everyone in the state benefits from a 
more connected population, ACPP 
executive director Kimble Forrister said. 
òInvesting in public transportation would 
improve lives and boost our economy,ó 
Forrister said. òThis report should spark 
a conversation our state needs to have. 
Alabama can move forward by building a 
stronger transportation system, and this 
report offers reasonable ideas for how to 
do it.ó 

Public transportation 
[Continued from Page 2] 


