Y
ARISE

CITIZENS’ POLICY PROJECT

P. O. Box 1188
Montgomery, AL 36101
Street address: 400 South Union St. #3
(800) 83®060 | www.arisecitizens.org
Newsletter printed on 30% recycled pa
FSC® certified.

Save the d

Arise Policy Conference
Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

BirmingharSouthern College

Arise Legislative Day
Tuesday, April 14, 2015
Montgomery

The staff

By Chris Sanders,
communications dir|

ol wi sh,
we cared as deeply|
about other things
here in my native

as we do

Sout h
Rick Bragg wrote BSPN the
Magaziree couple of years ago. As H
lifelong, diehard fan of Alabada A i
both the state and the footballtea® © F t i f i e d
0 | understand the sentiment we

Alabama and Auburn are 10§

mainstays. Why? Investment.

Theydv e -lemehcdashing
and facilities
spent the money needed to get
them. Our state has the power tg
be the very best when we put ol
minds to it. Football is the proof.

An Iron Bowl win means a year
bragging rights for the victors.
Healthier communities, better
schools and greater opportunitie|
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Year t wo of

open

enr ol |

By M.J. Ellington, health policy analyst

Alabamians who are uninsured or
want to change their current coverage
can expect a smoother sigiup process
this yearduring open enrollment for
2015 coverage through the Health

insurer other than Blue Cross, offered
plans in only three counties in 2014.) The
healthcarewelssite is redesigned and
easier to use, and the federal consumer
hotline (8068182596) will be staffed by
1,000 more people.

for our children to get ahead wo(ildhe Marketplace in 2013United Health

mean a lifetime of bragging rights Will join Blue Cross Blue Shield in offerin

for all Al abami
state start climbing in all the poll

5w h i

ch had been the

Mar k fpiPRa8Pe 6s only

me n

Mar ket pl aucpe sstiagrnt s

Insurance Maﬁketplace, Whlictl; belgins Whi c h counti es
Nov. 15. Nearly 100,000 Alabami&os h i hest shar es (
31 percent of those eligiBleought 9 | il .
Marketp!ace plans for 2014, and advocq peop € enro '
expect strong enroliment in 2015. The _— .
vast majority of state consumers qualifi¢ ;hiesg?;e f?)frezl(l)gllgltla\nglr?(te)?rlr;igsh\g:l t)h
cdeyrfederal tax credits that averaged $25 cogvera epvarie d widel Thpe three
month in Alabama, reducing the averag age v Y
Orﬁorﬁtrﬁyrbremihnh ® §76 counties with the best sigp rates
' among eligible people in year one, and
SThere are 98 000 the three with the farthest to go in 2015:
\F/]v? ¥Vth Bf"zglglf,;’é? B%%gbé)g . f Highest enrollment rates ¢ ©
- 510
offman, an insurance navigator for I\/SI :rrg:]egrde.G/gA)
Enroll Alabama and the first Alabamian Macon: 45% .
as a nay oL
|.under Obamacare is pretty good. There Lowest enrollment rates
are positive things to report, and less Lowndes: 18%
negative misinformation. The benefits 0 Franklin"19%
)Soverage are knowr Covington: 21%
®peR énfoPnient Wil allovBuRifsurd € Sour ce: Navi gator Dolug H
and underinsured Alabamians to select| Census income data and 2014 Marketplace enrolimen
from plans sold in the Marketplacel t ¢ data by ZIP code for Alabama
"also a chance for people who bought 2014
coverage to ensure their plan still meets® Compared to |l ast ye
their needs. This open enroliment period® € b edaid ldoffmaa, a retired
will continue through Feb. 15,2015, Chi l drends Hospi t al
expert who now helps people sign up for
. Consumers will have more options on health insurance in the Marketplace.
0There wondét be as nm
gwe same urgency as last year, and things
plans in alll6 coanges in @01% (Homan re wor king better w



A few wo
from Ki

By Kimble Forrister,
executive director

We caught a glimpse of the next
generation of Arise leadershigt

our recent board retreat. Six new
board membe®not all under 40, buf
all young at headtinfused new

energy into our ¥ember board.
Next year, five lontime members
will reach the end of their terms.
Already, we have energetic new

leaders for four of our six committegs. . .
Add that new board talent to the stgffC ! T 1 Zens

enthusiasm in our new space, and Y
have a recipe for change and grow
Youdl !l start see
the coming months.

Let me remind you about your

pink commitment forms. Most of
the folks at our annual meeting took
theirs homeé but we need to know
who wants to host an issue preview
session, who will commit to invite

their friends to join, and who will hogt

a session on health care outreach 3

underway. The legislative session

doesndt start un
have more time to get up to speed ¢
our issues and organize for advocag

A wonderful way to get engaged is {o

attend our 2015 statewide policy
conference at Birminghg®outhern
Coll ege on Feb.
chockfull of information and action
strategies. Join us there, and bring
someone with you!

As the year reaches an end, help u
reach our new member goalsAs |
love to say, we do need donors, bu
more importantly, we need committ
advocates. In the citizebbyist
business, wedd r

"2

[9°)

activists who give $15 each than one

activist who gives $15,000. Be sure
your friends
up for a better Alabama.

Yours in peace and hope,

Ari se CdPtoilZerys Reppett

for Leadership and Public Policy and
iaviagable #Hrisecidzens §ng repast

t

n )
);?md maintenance. The report looks abublic transportation is strong.

g5

New report on pubbi @atsitandmma
Transi t creates jObS

By Stephen Stetson, policy analyst The report also examines the

(Note: Stetson and Jon Broadway, P}]&E% nguishing condi

wrote the report referenced in this ar an bus systemsLow funding and
P levels of ridership have driven

¢ dnan m%ss tra SLEES stems into aéoxic :
: %pir | &F sﬁ‘lgf r nd elteﬁolra ng wi
game plan.For those seeking to service. These each

i mprove Al abamabd roblerpsac[nplif?é

P dthe , HcBeitdal na lntaif sodia sﬂgmas
system, a report released last monthabout bus service
may be just the playbook they need. '

t i

l'tds i mportant t

Alabama is one of only five states

The new r fe cpw%sr retFre;ase ;}1&? ngf/talte]i'an{br%y & Bublic
r rtatior?. In fact, a constitutional
By Al abama Stat e jHidmU®drevdnts hePstate fromn t € !

USing gas tax revenues for anything

) ; Q@thé than roads and bridges. Partly as a
addresses everything fromtrainsto . o ¢ , | t Al abamads t

interstates, and it is a comprehensivere”es overwhelmingly on privately
resource for anyone concerned about,\nad cars and trucks.
the history and future of roads, bridges

and public transportation in Alabamag,;q approach leaves lowncome

Al abami ans who
and maintain a vehicle at a huge
disadvantageThe st ateds f

transp ekt bubl ftanspotrtdtibn®dd often

can?o

Dwindling revenue from gasoline
taxes is fueling a looming crisis for
Al abamads

IS |nflation. risi i : : :
: nflation, rising construction costs ang,
the new open enrollment period gets 9 eans isolation for rural residents,

gas mileage improvements are Sh”’?lémors, and people with disabilities.
the Ifed | and sﬁate g%s aé collections
ar,c we

several possible solutions, ranging frifdestments in public transportation

increasing the gas tax (and indexing §ppeal to a wide swath of Alabamians,
for inflation) to building toll roads. [Turn to Page
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ACPP wel new boa

ACPP3sl5201 ¢
board has six new
members. Among
them (left to right)
are Huntsvi
Chris Wooten,
Birmi nghami
Jack Carney,
Mobil eds
Marilyn Graf and
Bi r mi nghami
Sideria Pearson.

Other new board
members are

Hunt svil |l ed
William Blackerby
and Jacksor
Nancy Stewart.
Welcome, everyone!
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Ari se | eaves Bell Buil ding after
Arise staffers pose in front of Mont gomerepsdACPHBand Alabata Arised i n g
said goodbye to the-gentdry bui | di ng on Oct. 30 and | oad e dbitaofposthlgiarfor @ur od office,
and we | ook forward to making even mor e me rhaeraie @eftto aght) Kimble n e

Forrister, Stephen Stetson, Rebecca Jackson, David Stout, Carol Gundlach, M.J. Ellington, Shakita desigs|li@dtbgmbiycien, Jim Car
Brenda Boman, Stan Johnson, Presdelane Harris, Chris Sanders, Melissa Oliver and Juliette Thomhtdnkifihpto courtesy of Richar

Mar ket pl aucpe Asdbgaimads heal th
[Continued from Rhge eager to share knowledge and work
together to matc
Enroliment advocates will have successsaid ACPP policy director
another advantage this yeatocal  Jim Carnes, who coordinates the
data to help target 2015 enroliment Alabama Enroliment Coalition.
efforts. Hoffman has estimated each
countyds rate ofolRaugdd nkatta bayn ag
consumers by pairing Census incomeo ol f or creati v
data with the U.S. Departmentof Car nes said. o0Th
Heal t h and Hu ma nablS§te make starterduse afdirnited
2014 Marketplace enrollment by ZIRutreach resources. The more we
code. Hoffman hopes this informatitnn ow about wher e
will help outreach workers targetthgiret , t he f aster
efforts in areas of lowest participation.
He shared his ideas at an EnrollmeMavigators and other enroliment
Summit that ACPP hosted in Octoberorkers who want to learn more
and hopes to have volunteers usingabout using ZIP codes to help plan
the ZIP code data in each county byheir strategies can email Hoffman 3

Dec. 1. engagealabama@gmail.com

Ari se CdPtoilZelys Reppett

s Pakieholcdet ¥ seams p o
[Continued from Rhge
h the stateds 2014

touching on both social justice and
economic development concerns.

Building and maintaining public transit
systems is a proven way to create jobs,
l|ufeBikiHes46$ andbodbtw8gast

e coll aboration, o
iE§erybnk iM e stafe Bewetitd fromy e O T
fhére connected population ACPP

executive director Kimble Forrister said.

oW én vheas\t § mGyt jrne %Cu*'bej d c
WempG ey ed tji vtelse raen.dd b o
Forrister said. O0Thi
a conversation our state needs to have.
Alabama can move forward by building a
stronger transportation system, and this
treport offers reasonable ideas for how to
do it. o
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