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Health reform update
There’s one lesson that comes
with every reform campaign. We
learned it in the tax reform effort
of 2006, and we’re learning it again
with health care reform: It’s easy to
make things up to scare people.
This time, the rumors, halftruths and outright lies have
reached new proportions, causing
even many well-informed, wellmeaning folks to sour on the whole
issue. If the myths and scare tactics
are hooking your friends and loved
ones, or just getting you down, the
Annenberg Public Policy Center at
the University of Pennsylvania has
the antidote you need!
The center’s nonpartisan, nonprofit Factcheck.org web project
has produced a resource called
“Twenty-six Lies About H.R.
3200” that nails most of the
untruths circulating about health
care reform. Visit Factcheck.org today
and get a dose of reality! For more
health reform resources, go to
arisecitizens.org.

Welcome, Roderick!
We have a student intern for
the fall semester – Roderick
Clark, a senior in political
science at Alabama State
University in Montgomery. He
plans to graduate in December.
Roderick’s advisor, Dr. William
Dowdy, describes the Union
Springs native as “a real
go-getter.” He is interested in a
life of service and hopes to
hold an elected office someday. Welcome, Roderick, and
thanks for serving with Arise!
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New issue: Housing trust fund

Member voices heard at annual meeting
By Jim Carnes, communications director
From disaster recovery to an overhaul
of the state’s criminal justice system,
ACPP’s legislative priorities for the
coming year reflect a strategic effort to
balance short- and long-term goals.
Members charted the
organization’s 2010
course at the annual
meeting on Sept. 19 in
Montgomery.

Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif., sponsor of
a Katrina housing bill, for $110 million to
meet Alabama’s recovery needs.

The proposal for worker savings
incentives made it through the Legislature this spring, only to die on Gov.
Bob Riley’s desk
without his signature –
an outcome known as a
“pocket veto.” The bill
calls for state participation in the Individual
“On some issues, we
Development Account
measure progress in
(IDA) program that
decades,” ACPP exallows low-income
ecutive director Kimble
workers to receive
Forrister said. “So it
federal and third-party
Gwen Gray (left) and Nancy Brennan of
helps to set a few tardollars
for savings up to
Montgomery review this year’s issue proposals.
gets at shorter range.”
$2,000 toward educaThe 2010 priorities include the two
tion, first-time home purchase or business
permanent goals of tax reform and
start-up.
adequate budgets for human services,
“We proved this bill can pass,” Alaalong with adequate Hurricane Katrina
bama Arise legislative coordinator Melissa
relief; worker savings incentives; constituOliver told the crowd. “Next time, we
tional reform; a moratorium on the death
need to make sure the governor signs it.”
penalty; and an affordable housing trust
Two other proposals received ACPP
fund. The latter is a new priority this year,
endorsements: state funding for public
introduced by the Low Income Housing
transit and establishment of an equal pay
Coalition of Alabama. Recent progress on
commission to study wage disparities
two of the issues has raised hopes for a
among population groups in the state.
breakthrough in the coming legislative
session.
Members also voted to approve two
new member groups: First Baptist
Four years after Katrina devastated
Church of Heron Bay and Save Our
Alabama’s coast, hundreds of working
Shells, Inc., an organization in Coden that
families remain in damaged housing. But
advocates for local oyster fisheries.
calls for additional federal relief gained
Dauphin Way United Methodist Church
momentum earlier this year when Bill
of Mobile and Birmingham Coalition for
Johnson, then director of the Alabama
the Homeless, voted in earlier this year,
Department of Economic and Commualso received a welcome.
nity Affairs (ADECA), appealed to U.S.

A few words
from Kimble –
I don’t recommend meeting with
your member of Congress at 30
miles per hour in separate cars. It’s
just that Bobby Bright has such a busy
schedule. So I pulled alongside his pickup – he was in the passenger seat – and
we rolled down our windows.
“How’s Alabama Alive?” he asked.
Hmm. “We’re fine, but I have a question for you!” I replied, trying to stay in
my lane and keep pace. “How many
calls are you getting on health care?”
“I don’t know, but I do know this:
They’re running 4-to-1 against it.”
The next day, Rep. Artur Davis said his
ran 10-to-1 against. It’s a splash of cold
water for those of us trying to get
voters engaged. But I take consolation
in this: Many of the opposition calls are
coming from talk radio and cable TV
listeners who aren’t well-informed on
the bills. Ours should do better.
We count on the ripple effect from
our members. We know you share our
fact sheets and bulletin inserts. You
write letters to the editor. You forward
our e-mail alerts.
Our most valuable role is to open up
a vision of hope for a just society.
The other side is good at making noise,
but we believe history is on our side –
we’re going to see an end to the grocery
tax, we will close the tax breaks at the
top, and Medicaid soon will cover more
low-income workers. It’s simply
unsustainable for the rich to get richer
and the poor to get poorer every year.
We also have a vision of a broader
membership base. Do you realize this
newsletter only goes to about 1,700
addresses? What if we could add 1,000
more names this fall? That’s the vision
behind our temporary $15 introductory
membership rate (only through
November). It’s a chance for hundreds
of people to experience Arise member
advocacy during our historic work on
health care reform and grocery tax reform. But most of all: We need their
voice for advocacy. Please take this
opportunity to introduce new people to
Arise so they can play a pivotal role in
the change that’s coming!
Yours in hope,

Arise Citizens’ Policy Project Report

Thanks for your support!
Contributions to Arise Citizens’ Policy Project
support research and education on issues affecting lowincome Alabamians. We thank the following donors
for their generous gifts received between Aug. 22 and
Sept. 20, 2009:
Ellen Abell, Auburn
Nancy Anderson, Tuscaloosa
Will & Laura Anderson, Birmingham
Carmen Austin, Birmingham
Ntam & Bernice Baharanyi, Auburn
Sr. Patricia Bauch, O.P., Tuscaloosa
Joanna Biermann, Tuscaloosa
Brenda & Jerry Boman, Notasulga
Gene & Carol Bramlett, Auburn
Janet Bronstein, Birmingham
Joel Brouwer, Tuscaloosa
Sally Cauthen, Duxbury, Mass.
John Cleverdon, Point Clear
James & Martha Cobb, Alcoa, Tenn.
Joan Colburn, Auburn
Janet Connorton, SSJ, Pine Apple
Paula Copeland, Birmingham
Robert Cowan, Montevallo
Saradell Crawford, San Antonio, Texas
Rev. Jay Croft, Montgomery
William Z. Cullen, Birmingham
Ilse Diasio, Rochester, Minn.
Lynn Douglas, Birmingham
Robert S. Edington, Mobile
Kimble Forrister & Calli Patterson,
Montgomery
Frances Frizzell, Montgomery
Marilyn & Phil Garrett, Opelika
William Giardini, Brownsboro
Charles Gleaton, Duncanville
Barbara Grant, Montgomery
Gwendolyn Gray, Montgomery
Carol Gundlach, Shorter
Gene Hamby, Sheffield
Presdelane Harris, Montgomery
Nancy Higgs, Bessemer
Peter Horn, Birmingham
Stan & Gracie Johnson, Birmingham

A note from Brenda
At the Sept. 19 annual meeting, Arise members accepted two challenges they can sink
their teeth into over the coming months:
1.) Beefing up our advocacy. Help us
collect signatures on either of our sign-up
sheets: “Why Tax Groceries?” or
“Affordable Health Care for All!” As we
add to our database, we build our capacity
to educate and advocate, through messages
and alerts. Print 8½ x 14 sign-up sheets at
arisecitizens.org, keep them at the ready, and
mail completed sheets to the Arise office.

Acquanetta Knight, Montgomery
Sam & Gwen Knowlton, Birmingham
Margaret Latimer, Auburn
George & Betty Likis, Birmingham
R.G. Lyons, Birmingham
Joan Mallonee, Tuscaloosa
Ron Manning, Brierfield
Marjorie Masterson, Huntsville
Eleanora Mauritson, Fairhope
Claude & Ann Moody, Auburn
Lawrence & Julia Morgan, Auburn
Hiram J. Powell, Auburn
Lynn Pratt, Birmingham
Peggy Raynor, Raleigh, N.C.
Rebecca Richardson, Helena
Paul M. Rilling, Anniston
Helen Rivas, Birmingham
Barbara Robbins, Bayou La Batre
Ted & Becky Romano, Orange Beach
Judy Roy, Bessemer
Betty Royal, Coden
Ervin Royal, Coden
Dick Sales, Birmingham
J. Wayne Sellers, Guntersville
Ruthie Sherrill, Tuscaloosa
Pat Siano, Foley
Kay Smith, Birmingham
Margaret Solberger, Spanish Fort
Theresa Sprain, Birmingham
David & Deborah Stegall, Homewood
Larry Stewart, Alabaster
Micki Beth Stiller, Montgomery
Frances Sutton, Wetumpka
Jackie Tipper, Town Creek
Mamie Van Dyke, Birmingham
Don & Elaine Vancleave, Birmingham
Connie Wagnon, Birmingham
Elizabeth Wheat & Steven Adkison, Jack
Lorna Wiggins, Auburn
Lynne Wilbanks, Birmingham
Mary Wilson, Montgomery
Ray & Freda Winegar, Opelika
Newell & Mary Witherspoon, Huntsville
2.) Providing nourishment for growth.
Invite friends and family to join Arise at our
special $15 introductory membership rate,
available through Nov. 30. A few generous
donors have promised to match the first
1,000 new memberships, so each $15 gift
becomes a $30 contribution to help us build
a stronger financial base. How many new
members can you recruit in the next two
months? To request three or more membership brochures, call (800) 832-9060 or e-mail
Brenda@alarise.org. Or print the membership
application at arisecitizens.org. Thank you!
Brenda Boman, development director
Sept. 23, 2009
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