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Yesd | I do

my

We candt do it
Arise members like you drive @
work forwardPlease fill out the
pink formin this mailing to let u
know how youdodl
year Then mail it back the
envelope provided (along with
donati on i f
Thank you for your support!

<

The

staff

By Stephen Stetson
policy analyst

You have until

Oct. 7 to make your
voice heard on
predatory lending.
The Consumer Financial Protectiq
Bureau (CFPB) has proposed ney
federal rules on payday, auto title
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New priorities: Mi ni_ mum wa
8 1 ssues ®0 n2 0Alr/I saeg
By Chtis,Sanders, ¢ nications dirg o

TR Gy Ar igs 2017

An extralarge crowd approved an I Ssue pr I or i
s extra-large list of issue priorities at the

IAriS(F| aé1r|1u§l m?etrilng th.elo iH e x t Tax reform

Montgomery. A tie for the final slot'on Adequate state budgets

qour 2017 issue agenda means Arise wi
on eight_jssues, seven, for
(\r‘:/r%?ﬁmpe%m mt%r§ thjm rhoéc ygafs.nT%eH\qli
capped off an energetic day at Aldersg
United Methodist Church, where we
hosted a record crowd of more than 25

Minimum wage

Payday and title lending reforn
oBan the boxéo
Public transportation

Death penalty reform

Housing Trust Fund revenue

=A =4 -8 —a —a —a 8 9
o
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and other higitost consumer loans. |

These rules would be a good start, |

but theyore sti
why we need you to offer a brief b
thoughtful comment urging the

CFPB to close the loopholes and
strengthen consumer protection.

Arise is teaming with allies to see

comments on the new federal rulasf

Go to stoppaydaypredators.org/
ARLA and tell the CFPB you wan
to see federal
any exceptions to the proposed
oability to rep
your friends to comment, too.

The industry is flooding the CFPB
with comments designed to weak
the rules. Letd
government that

Alabama borrowers.

bn\When you get more than 250 Alabamians to turn out for an event that overlaps with an Alabal
s game, yoiu mubt bé doiag sbneethiagrright. We broke our annual meeting attendance record y
Arsaumrembens poaredrinfotAlddisgatedJnited Methodist Church in Montgomery on Sept. 10 t
2017 issue priorities. Thanks to everyone who spoke up for a better Alabama for all! (Photo b




A few wo

_ Farewell to a |l ongt
from Ki .

Nancy Brennan, a former
Arise board president and
longtime social justice
advocate in Alabama, died
Sept. 15 at age 80. Nancy
taught sociology and
anthropology at Talladega
College and Alabama

State University. She also
served as Bread for the

Wor |l d6s vol unt
coordinator in Alabama

and was active in Church
Women United. Nancy

was a wonderful friend

both to Arise and to our
entire state, and we will

miss her dearly. Read

Ki mbl efs col ul
more memories of Nancy.

By Kimble Forrister,
executive director

Nancy Brennan made her mark
on her adopted statel met her
when she volunteered at Bread foy [
the World in the Washington, D.C
office in the summers of 1983 and
1984. Back home in Alabama, she
volunteered as
coordinator. She taught sociology
and anthropology at Talladega 9}
College while promoting Bread at| §
Baptist Church of the Covenant in|
Birmingham. Later, she taught at
Alabama State University. When |
came to Alabama Arise in 1991,
Nancy was the only person | knew
in Montgomery.

Annual me et é¢fnog ms of Al abamad:
[Continued from Rhge process; and dedicated state funding
for the Housing Trust Fund.

Arise members picked minimum
wage and public transportationas o We bel i eve i n a mol
new issues for 201Alabama is one inclusive society for all Alabamians,
of only five states with no state law and these proposals are a road map to
iminimum wage, and the Legislatureg et us t here, 6 Ari s
this year barred local governments Ki mbl e Forri ster sai
from creating their own wage laws. to renew our work for policy changes
Public transportation, a lestanding to help hardvorking Alabamians
Arise priority in pastyears,facesabui | d a better 1ife
similar challenge.
Alabama is one of jug

In the early days, we let people
cast votes for more than one

member group.Nancy came to
Arise meetings to cast the votes of
United Presbyterians of Wilcox
County, Church Women United and
Westminster Presbyterian Church(
She was elected to the Arise boand
1999, served as board president ip
2001 and 2002, and finally stepped
off the board in 2011.

Nancy was an idealist who
prodded us to practical actionln four states providing
the Peacemaking C|E|3.SZ at church no.state fundina for
Nancy wou say| It[ ]
read all these things and talk abouit pu%l ¢ traist op ions’
them, but what are we goingito | Six issues will return
about it?6 She [champropBed g
local and international concerns, | next year.Those
candid discussion of money, and | include our permane
alternatives like microcredit and fair priorities of tax
trade. Earlier this month, as she sawreform and adequate
her end approaching, Nancy asked state budgets for
that in lieu of flowers, that gifts be| education and huma
made to Bread for the World, services. The other
Immanuel Presbyterian Church o1 four existing issues a
Alabama Arise. We will miss her. | stronger consumer

protections on payda

Yours in peace and hope, and auto title loans;  cynthia Brownrsright) is leaving the Arise board after six years

oOban the bdncé, induoi g theClast €ni®e years as board treasurer. Arise
to remove the criminalpresident Cindy Lowry and executive director Kimble Forrister
history checkbox fromhonored Cynthia and her fellow departing board member Susa
job applications; Mc Al i ster on Sept. 10. Thank

Ari se CdPtoilZerys Reppett September 22, 2016



Medi cai d expansitoenr masgdl wtfi dm nfgor Al

With cuts st@pmpexdt fwhratM

By Carol Gundlach, policy analyst,aridk i c k t he can dovom2026 & 2033 &hdsé mauesn y

Chris Sanders, communications dirediores while debating the plan, and wighould ease pressure on the GF budget
good reason. The bill represents anothar the next decade, but they are still

Alabama Medicaid is safé for now. missed opportunity for the Legislatur@mowhere close to an adequate solution

State lawmakers wrapped uptheir t o meet Medi cai dd mMmdéd ad afmard sp e remaim e n

special session Sept. 7 with a sigh ofstable revenue that can meet the needs

relief after approving a otime of a growing population. The GF supports vital services like

solution to stop deep Medicaid cuts health care, child care and public

The Legislature agreed to use BP afety.The @J ge%reﬁieg og a
spill settlement money to address odge%odg of revenue’ sources,
maost of which grow slowly even in

Medi cai dos $85

2017 and to give the program good times. That leaves the GF with

another $105 million in 2018. a structural deficit, meaning revenue
growth is not strong enough to keep

The BP bill

What does the bill mean for Medicaid?

Crisis averted, but only fédadmma
Medicaid will get $85 million in 2017 and

jb)

HB 36, sponsored by Rep. Steve
Clouse, ROzark, will reverse the
30 percent Medicaid payment
cutsto pediatricians and other
primary care doctors that had beg
in August. The bill will let Alabamag
move forward with Medicaid
regional care organization (RCO)
reforms to emphasize preventive
care, save the state money and ke
patients healthier. The measure al
will prevent Medicaid from having
cut outpatient dialysis, prescriptior
drugs and other services next yea
The House on Sept. 7 votedBib
approve the con
version of the bill. Later that day, t
Senate passed it&2

$105 million in 2018. That money will
prevent cuts next year and will reduce
Medi cai dos
for 2018.

What else does the bill pay for?

Debtandroalo st of Al ab
spill settlement will be used to repay the

A%

borrowed to prevent General Fund (GF
cuts in past years. The bill also pays for
road projects in Mobile and Baldwin
counties, where the spill hit hardest.

Will the bill end the cycle of shortfalls
in Al abamads Gener

Not even cld$e bill frees up an average
of $35.2 million a year through 2026 for

GF services. That W"_|IOIW haelspt,atbéjt I 'ottq
SWedre relieved nearly enough to stop recurring shortfalls. and the BP bill
To do that, Alabama needs to reap the
pulled Alabama back from the ic benefits of Medicaid :
brink of devastating Medicaid ecgnomlq _ent;a : E or Medical expanswr)M abamads | atest M
cuts that would have hurt more thg 2nd EPAIr its broken state tax system. funding crisis began in Aprilwith
1 million peoplé mostly children, the enactment of a GF budget that
seniors, and p e o pgortanataly, thehbill imdludea $oime i |dft Medraid®85 million short of the
Arise executive director Kimble modest relief for the General Fund amount needed to maintain current
Forrister said. ¢GFphbudgeteavmakersireee aps esdrvicesd That tidve prompted public
lawmakers take steps to help shore U§85.2 million a year on average througltcry and spurred the #lamMedicaid
Medicaid funding for the nexttwo 2026 for Medicaid and other servicessocial media campaign that Alabama
years. But vul ne Thabid tee redult af bsangrmoatofshéC hajclcdersesn Fi r st | aunc
to health car e s BB settlamendfundsterephyehfe t support in @pril to help show the

stopgaps orore i me

BP
to

HB 36 is yet another temporary

a -tleornng pr obdielmand

pace with ordinary cost growth.
Those recurring shortfalls have dire

more than one in five Alabamians
and helps man rur%l Ponitals and

FiffidsYemairtrdpen.

Alabama Trust Fund for money the state

oMedicaid is
hospitals and clinics on which we
al |
our stateds
at risk is no way to build a stronger
Alabama. Neither is lurching from

gne crigis t¢,agothgr becaugeioia

repeated failure to solve the General

Fundosetmnghortfal

mo n e y Alabbama Trust Fund (ATF) for moneyhuman faces of the Medicaid crisis.

borrowed to prevent GF cuts in recerkResponding to pressure, Gov. Robert

gas

bi |l |-t ar sh an tyeare (The ATF receives royalties fr@sntley called lawmakers into special
dr i | Isdsdiof in Adgudst tofcbn8ideaway @s

shores.) The bill also gives the state prevent devastating Medicaid cuts.

longer to repay ATF money borrowed

solution. Lawmakers uttered the phrase201315, extending that deadline

Ari se CdPtoilZelys Reppett
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Al abama for all : G8Scaeammewalf r men

Minimum wage got the most votes

at Ariseds annual meeting, thanks
to a strong presentation by Greater

Birmingham Ministries and
Amalgamated Transit Union
Local 770 (left). Members of the
Hispanic Interest Coalition of
Alabama and Adelante Alabama
Worker Center (above) were lamong
the 69 groups voting that day.

Birmingham6s |[Maj adi Bar utii
(right) was glad to see the Housing
Trust Fund stjiill on Ariseds agenda.

Me di dsaifdut u Fusling. The state willissuebonds, our stateds health ¢
[Continued from Bhge guaranteed by BP settlement proceedsl) should help Medicaid in 2017 and
to help pay off state debts and create2018. But when the Legislature returns

Bentl ey 6s ptermo ananeresavings to fugd Medicaid in 2017 andin February, Medicaid funding for 2019
was a state lottery with proceeds beyond. The House originally would and beyond still will be uncertain.
dedicated to Medicaid.(Arise takes have given Medicaid just $70 million in
no position on a lottery, but the plan 2017, but some senators insisted on Medicaid expansion would boost
would not have generated revenue inlongerterm support and full fundingfoAl abamads economy at
time to stop 2017 Medicaid cuts.) By g 7. Eventually, lawmakers agreed state meet those challengeddore
slimmest of margins, the Senate pasgpdeaMedicaid the $85 million neededtt@an 300,000 Alabamians would benefit
proposed constitutional amendment tavoid cuts in 2017, as well as anothefrom new health coverage. Expansion
create a lottery. After a rollercoaster $105 million in 2018 to reduce the also could create 31,000 jobs and
debate and reconsideration of an initiplr o gr amds pr o] e c tpwducesdviags thdt eolld covermbse b
onoo6 vote, the Hasswl suppon$120tmilienofreatdrergl | of the stat ecd
back to the Senate to pass or refer topmojects in Mobile and Baldwin counties
conference committee. But the Senatand repay $400 million to the ATF. 0 Expandi ng Medi cai d

killed the House bill amid a deadlock victory for Al abamadi
among prdottery, antiottery and Medi cai d expan$iudae twso ualndorriften said.l i e s
pro-casino senators. strengthen Ala@omang the cover ag

people and college students would keep
With a | ottery deAdd,b atntae Mead icsali adtdaks Bedtner, oreate thousands of jobs,
only remaining option was to pass a funding crisis is over,but much work and save the state millions of dollars on
BP bill to provide shorterm Medicaid remains to ensure a strong future forme nt a | heal th care &

Ar i se CiPwil Zzerys Reppect September 22, 2016



